
Phil was 10 when he discovered a  
compilation annual and realised he 
loved the artwork of the 1950s and  
’60s. Now he has published his own 
Dandy and Beano book, above
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FOR PHIL SHRIMPTON, WHO 
HAS COLLECTED COMICS 
SINCE CHILDHOOD, LIFE’S 
GREATEST THRILL IS FINDING 
A RARE BEANO OR DANDY 
COPY. HE’S EVEN MADE A 
CAREER OUT OF HIS HOBBY…

TH E  COLLECTOR
BEANO &  DANDY ANNUALS

 T
here are Christmas tales of flying 
reindeer, kindly shoemaking elves, and 
miserly men finding redemption in 
generosity; fables of peace on earth and 
goodwill to all men. 

And then there are...  other tales. Pictorial 
chronicles from a world where mice reroute present-
laden trains through skirting board holes, giant 
Christmas trees lift helpless maiden aunts through 
sooty chimney tops, and cats approach dining tables 
carrying Yuletide puddings filled with fireworks 
and lit fuses. Alternative stories of the season told in 
20th-century compendia, whose names will surely 
follow Dickens, Grimm et al, in echoing down the 
ages: The Beano, the Dandy, the Topper, the Beezer. 

Comics, in short. These titles appeared 52 weeks a 
year, but there was something special about 
Christmas. “Publishers took advantage of the season 
to make covers that were louder, brasher, brighter,” 
says Phil Shrimpton, author of The Dandy and The 
Beano: Classic Christmas Comic Covers 1937–1969 
(Phil-Comics). Author, and obsessive. “Most people 
read the Beano for five years, then get into girls and 
never look at comics again. I’ve got every single 
weekly issue of the Beano and the Dandy from 1948 
to 1988. There’s a bit of a collector in me...”

Phil was a regular ten-year-old Beano-reading kid 
in the early 1990s, thrilling to characters’ rebellion 
against authority, “particularly the Bash Street Kids 
trying to get one up on the teacher”. Then he saw a 
compilation produced by publishers D.C. Thomson, 
celebrating the Beano and Dandy’s 1938–88 half-

Words: JULIAN OWEN Portrait photography: RII SCHROER

1. This edition from 1968 is one 
of the few Dandy books with a 
Christmas-themed cover
2. Phil’s collection ends at 1988, 
but he has one Christmas issue 
from the mid-90s
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1. Korky the cat was the 
Dandy’s Christmas cover 
star in 1937
2. The 1960s and Korky 
takes center stage again
3. A modern issue with a 
classic Santa image
4. This book reminds Phil 
of his early days of 
collecting, when it could 
take weeks or months of 
trawling secondhand 
shops to find even a 
relatively recent issue
5. This 1945 Dandy 
Monster Comic is one of 
Phil’s favourites. He got it 
for £200, “a snip given 
the great condition” 
6. The 1965 Dandy book 
with a ‘story’ that begins 
and ends on the cover
7. There’s no need for 
speech bubbles on this 
1977 cover – the art  
does all the talking

century, and discovered a whole new world. 
“The artwork was better in the 1950s and ’60s,” 
he says. “In 1988, the finish changed from 
classic matte, almost like a newspaper, to 
glossy.” Also, “comics these days have become 
quite a lot about bottom humour, ‘parping’ and 
stuff. That kind of thing was never mentioned 
in the early days.” Back then, you found 
“slippering, characters getting blown up with 
fireworks, corporal punishment. Political 
correctness hadn’t kicked in.”

The Dandy began in 1937, the Beano in 1938. 
“It’s a bit too expensive to collect every issue,” 
says Phil, “so collecting the Christmas issues 
from 1937 to 1947 satisfies me. Also, I prefer the 
Beano from the 1950s, when Dennis the 
Menace, Minnie the Minx and the Three Bears 
came along.”

Phil has complete sets of that other comic-
based Christmas tradition, the annual. With 
Beano sales but a fraction of their two-million-

per-week zenith in the 1950s, the book “still 
sells 100,000 copies a year. They’re such a part 
of Christmas, you get guys in their 40s who 
expect it in their stocking.” In popular 
imagination, they mostly feature seasonal 
covers, too. Not so: “They’re published in 
September – who wants to buy a book with a 
cover focusing on a day three months away?”

Comics have become ever more central in 
Phil’s life. “I’ve gone part-time in my ‘proper’ 
job to run a vintage comic auction business: it’s 
long hours, but nice to make a living from a 
hobby.” The line between personal collection 
and business buys can be amorphous, as a 
recent acquisition illustrates.

“I bought the first Beano comic. Of 442,000 
printed, there are only 25 known to exist. The 
chap I bought it from had it in his wardrobe, in 
a huge stash of early comics inherited from his 
father. About a month ago, a copy went for 
£17,000 at auction.”
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8. The first, and rarest, 
Beano Christmas issue. 
Less than 10 copies are 
known to exist. Phil paid 
£750 for this one
9. A single-panel cover 
from the mid-1960s
10. An attractive cover 
from the 1970s
11. A modern cover with 
bright, festive colours
12. This 1952 annual was 
one of the last copies Phil 
needed to complete his 
1950s collection: “I can 
recall the feeling of 
satisfaction of waiting a 
long time and then being 
offered a very nice 
example first time round”
13. The 1959 Beano book 
was the penultimate one 
not to be laminated – it 
has a lovely matte finish
14. The 1965 Beano book, 
which came with a 
fantastic limited edition 
Robert Harrop figurine

So how much did Phil pay? “Difficult to say, 
but it was a little more than a five-figure sum 
for the whole collection. I’ll sell a load, but keep 
number one – it’s my desert island comic. 

“All that means now is I want the first Dandy! 
Collectors are almost never happy. You spend 
years trying to get this thing, then as soon as 
you’ve got it, you want the next. It’s the buzz of 
the chase.” A school-holiday trip to Hay-
on-Wye was formative. “Rose’s Books had nine 
1960s Beano and Dandy books for £63. For a 
paper boy earning a fiver a week, that’s a lot.”

The thrill hasn’t gone. “Even though I rely on 
eBay for my customer base, there’s something 
nice about handling a book, going through a 
box and finding a really elusive issue. Today, 
online, you could probably buy Beano books 
stretching back to 1950 in a day, just click-click-
click. When I started, it was putting ads in Loot, 
going round jumble sales, antique shops. It was 
exciting, you had to work quite hard.”

Phil says that smell can also influence a 
purchase. “It’s partly nostalgia, for when I was 
ten or 11. I’d go to a secondhand bookshop in a 
Birmingham subway and open the door to the 
wonderful smell of old books. I speak to other 
collectors who pick up a book and the first 
thing they do is open it and give it a good sniff. 
There’s something about an old book...”

Phil demonstrates his technique and I 
maintain a respectful silence. What vintage are 
you sampling, Phil? “It’s actually a 1958 Beezer 
book.” Ah, yes, an excellent year.

Of all the great comic titles, only the Beano 
remains in print. “It’s an institution,” says Phil. 
“My grandad would have read it, my dad, me, 
and now my nephew. He is seven, and obsessed. 
I’m probably the only one who shows a genuine 
interest, so he shows me the latest issue, and I’ll 
take a slightly older comic round for him. I’m not 
just nurturing him, I hope he’s a future customer!”
phil-comics.com   
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