
phil-comics auctions - Beano comic #1 – July 30 1938 – Reprint Identification Guide 

Found a Beano comic #1 dated 30th July 1938 stashed away and can’t tell whether it’s genuine? The 

chances are that it’s a reprint and this guide will help you find out. Can you tell which of these two is the 

original? 

          

The comic on the left is the original. 

The Beano comic was first published in 1938 with a cover date of 30th July. To many collectors it is the 

holy grail of British comics with the comic still going strong today. Original examples often change hands 

for four figure sums. 

The Beano comic’s publisher DC Thomson have published the original sales ledger records which showed 

that an incredible 442,963 copies of the first issue were sold throughout the nation. To date, just 25 or so 

of these are known to have survived. Several more may exist in private collections not included in this 

tally and we have no doubt that a few more are out there in attics as yet undiscovered. That said, the 

original is a genuinely rare item. 

Given that The Beano is a household name and has been published continuously since 1938, it will come 

as no surprise that several reprints of that iconic first issue have been produced. 

        

          

In 1978, DC Thomson Firsts reprinted full sized versions of eight 

of their famous comics, including The Beano, bound into a 

hardback book. We once saw what we believed to be the first 

Adventure comic (clearly a reprint and likely from this book) with 

string binding so it’s possible that a few copies have been yielded 

from these books, but we doubt too many. All the #1 comics that 

appeared in DC Thomson Firsts were also made available 

individually in 1978 by the book's publisher, Barry Posner. They 

were on sale for £5 each at his shop The Vintage Magazine Shop 

in Brewer Street, Soho, London so some of these may appear on 

the market. 

In 2003, an A5 sized edition was produced by Portfolio 

Editions. It came in a presentation pack with a replica 

Whoopee mask free gift. The background cover paper 

was printed in a tanned colour to give an aged look but 

the pages inside were brilliant white. 



                                                                                                           

There are several tell-tale signs to distinguish an original from a reprint: 

 

1) Size – the original measured 302 x 217 mm (12 x 8.5 inches) which is essentially A4 in size. The 2003 

Portfolio Editions reprint was produced at the smaller A5 size but the rest have been essentially the same 

size as the original. 

 

2) Page count - the original had 28 pages whilst at least one of the reprints only had 24. 

 

3) Paper - the original was printed on cheap newsprint (like a newspaper, essentially) and was off-white. 

Modern reprints used shiny, glossy paper. Some of the reprints may have a tan coloured cover 

background to give the effect of being old, but the pages inside are usually brilliant white. 

 

4) Staples - the pages in the original were neatly glued down the binding and did not have staples. All the 

reprints have staples except the 1978 edition which may have been strung bound into the book. 

 

5) Edges - the top and bottom edges of the original will have the small, uniform zig-zag cuts (pictured 

below) like those found on the edge of some newspapers, whilst the reprints will have dead straight edges 

like a glossy magazine today. Of course it’s possible that an original has been trimmed - indeed, the 

example from the late comic historian Denis Gifford’s collection had been trimmed by Gifford himself! 
 

 
 

6) Smell & Experience – this is more subjective. A collector who has handled many old comics can 

empathise with this but the original will likely have an old paper smell, whilst a reprint will have a more 

modern, chemical smell from the paper and ink, like a new magazine. 

 

Hopefully this handy little definitive guide will help determine whether you have an original. If you’re still 

unsure, please email us with a few pictures to phil_comics@yahoo.co.uk and we’ll happily confirm either 

way. If your example does turn out to be a reprint, we’re sorry to be the bearer of bad news but thanks 

for enquiring anyway. It may be worth listing on eBay for 99p and see if there are any takers. 

 

Of course if it turns out to be an original then that’s great news! We would love to make an offer to buy it 

outright or can discuss auctioning it on eBay on your behalf on a commission basis. 
 

Best wishes, 

Phil Shrimpton 

www.phil-comics.com 

eBay user: phil-comics 

 

 

On the left is a reprint (date 

unknown) with a red border to 

the edge which clearly 

distinguishes it from the 

original. 

The Sunday Post newspaper 

gave away the reprint to the 

right as part of 70th or 75th 

anniversary of The Beano comic. 

Sainsbury’s also issued a free 

reprint with the 2011 Beano 

Book. 



A genuine original example of The Beano comic #1 – 30 July 1938 

 

 


